
 Mediterranean Small-Scale Fisheries 
(SSF) represent 82% of the fleet hence 

providing more than half (62%) the total 
number of onboard jobs but only 15% of 

the total catch (FAO, 2022). 

Mediterranean fisheries are facing serious 
challenges due to over-exploitation. This 
is threatening the survival of small-scale 

fishers and their families whose 
livelihoods and income depend on 

dwindling catches.

 In line with the FAO Regional Plan of 
Action for Small-Scale Fisheries in the 

Mediterranean and the Black Sea, WWF
promotes a co-management approach

that enhances the role and contribution of 
fishers and local authorities with the aim 

to restore fish stocks, protect marine 
biodiversity and ensure better 

livelihoods for Mediterranean fishers and 
their families.

 NISEA and WWF collected and analysed 
information on socioeconomic

conditions, fishers’ perceptions, 
socioeconomic behaviour, and impact of 

Covid-19 on the SSF sector. 

 The action has been carried out over 10 
selected Mediterranean sites, located in 

Italy, Croatia, Greece, and Turkey. 
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INTRODUCTION

METHODOLOGY RESULTS

On the basis of the monitoring plan implemented in 2018, the condition of the SSF 
communities in the selected sites has been analyzed according to four main 
dimensions: economic, social, livelihoods and governance

 9 out of 10 sites have improved income through better seafood product marketing, 
greater market access and enhanced cooperation with the tourism industry and 
local retailers

 6 out of 10 sites improved the labor productivity with direct impact on crew wage, 
although the Covid-19 crisis reduced the level of activity and the number of the 
working days

 5 out of 10 sites have worsened their profit due to rising operating costs, 
especially the cost of fuel

 9 out of 10 sites increase the number of fishers involved in experience of co-
management schemes leading to sustainable fisheries management.
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socio-economic aspects at 
vessel level

perceptions on the livelihoods 
for the people involved in the 
SSF activities on the selected 
sites

quantitative and qualitative 
information to assess the 
socioeconomic impact of the 
Covid-19 on small-scale 
fisheries

CONCLUSIONS

Production of 
indicators on 

activity, effort, 
production, income, 

costs, employment 
and sales channel at 

site level

Assessing the 
dependance of 
houdeholds’ income
from SSF and at site 
level

Assessing perception
of fishers on 
livelihoods and on 
the co-management 
process

The achievements of 
the initiative has 
been assessed by 

looking at changes 
occurred in 

indicators selected 
for the economic, 
social, livelihoods 
and governance 

dimensions


