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 The Adriatic Sea is the most productive 
basin in the Mediterranean in term of fishing 
products. However, almost 90% of the fish 
stocks assessed are estimated to be 
overexploited (FAO SOMFI, 2020), as a result 
of fleet overcapacity, high fishing pressure 
on juveniles, poor involvement of the fishing 
sector in decision-making processes and 
weak market engagement in promoting the 
sustainable exploitation of natural resources. 

From an economic perspective, Adriatic 
fisheries could improve in term of benefits 
and income with an added value to the 
fishery products fostered by the eco-
labelling. 

 With this aim, the Interreg Prizefish project 
has developed a new certification scheme, 
the Adriatic Responsible Fisheries 
Management (ARFM), that  combines 
environmental conservation aspects 
(environmental sustainability) with the 
social and economic sustainability

 The expected output is the improvement in 
the marketing of Adriatic fish products, 
recognizing and rewarding sustainable 
fishing practices and influencing consumer 
choices at the time of purchase.

 By mean of a double assessment level 
approach, 11 Italian and Croatian fisheries 
operating in FAO GSA 17, selected through a 
consultation process with stakeholders, have 
been assessed against specific developed 
indicators embracing the three dimension. 
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GOVERNANCE
• Legal framework 

at international, 
EU and national 

level;
• Cooperation 

mechanisms;
• Environmental 

policies;
• Multiannual 

management plans 
or other measures.

ENVIRONMENT
• Scientific research;

• Data collection;
• Precautionary 

approach;
• Ecosystem approach;

• Food web model.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
ASPECTS
• Economic 

viability/profitability;
• Balance between 
fishing capacity and 

fishing opportunities;
• Human rights and 

safety. 

DOUBLE LEVEL OF ASSESSMENT 
• CoE (Component of Evaluation) = the Fishery at the whole Adriatic level 

• CoA (Component of Accreditation) = the Applicant level

ASSESSING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC COMPONENT

RESULTS

THE ARFM SCHEME
MAPPING ITALIAN AND.............CROATIAN FISHERIES

CONSULTATION WITH ITALIAN AND CROATIAN 
STAKEHOLDERS: FISHERIES SELECTION

Approach usedAspects to be evaluated
ARFM 

Specific 
indicators

Quantitative assessment using indicators applied to 
evaluate the economic performance and the balance 
between capacity and resources at EU level (STECF, 

2020) : CR/BER, RoFTA, GVA/FTE
Qualitative assessment of initiatives or appropriate 
marketing strategies adopted by the applicants (mainly 
CoA level) in promoting the valorisation of the target 

resources

Economic value of the resource and its benefit 
to fishermen and coastal communities
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Long term attention to a fishery/resource

Valorisation of landings through organisation of 
the supply

Quantitative assessment using indicators applied to 
evaluate the balance between capacity and resources 

at EU level (STECF) : SHI (Sustainable Harvest 
Indicator), VUI (Vessel Use Indicator), evidence of 

capacity containment trend
Qualitative assessment of initiatives or appropriate data 

collection adopted by the applicants (where applicable, 
at CoA level) to provide evidence of the fleet 

consistency and fishing operations 

Balance between fishing capacity and resources
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Mechanism to reduce over-capacity

A system in place to measure fleet capacity and 
updating data

 Assessment of ILO (International Labour Organisation) 
conventions ratification and application in line with 

(STECF, 2020)
 Checking evidence, at CoA level, of audit procedures, 

National Authorities reports, administrative documents 
etc….

Compliance with international laws and 
regulations on the protection of human rights 

and on safety on board
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Compliance with labour and safety measures at 
national level

 ARFM provides a comprehensive approach to fishery
evaluation, in line with the most recent approach under
discussion for the revision of the marketing standards at
EU level (in the light of the Farm to Fork Strategy) and
including the socio-economic dimension.

 The double level of assessment (CoE and CoA) provides
fisheries willing to access ARFM to have more chances, if
applicants are already putting in place responsible fishing
practices.

 Because of this, fisheries not assessable under other
sustainable certification schemes could success with ARFM,
even if with some conditionalities.

 ARFM focuses on the regional feature of fisheries,
essential element for the real acceptance from consumers:
final consumers, especially in Italy and other Southern EU
countries, pay large attention to the origin of the fish
product purchased, as well as to freshness and quality
(Zander et al., 2022).
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